I EON TIER AND OVERSEAS EXPEDITIONS FROM INDIA.

During March various letters from Sawlapaw were received by
neighbouring Karenni  and  Shan Chiefs
Sawlapaw.              urging them to have no dealings with

the " infidel foreigners. " In several cases these letters were sent
on to the Superintendent at Fort Stedman. During this month
the partisans of the Limbin confederacy showed renewed hostility
on the east of Yawng Hwe, and the Lawk Sawk Sawbwa was found
to be instigating dacoity on the line of communications by the
Pyinde pass. A good deal of this disaffection was attributed to the
prolonged inactivity of the Fort Stedman garrison, combined
with the failure of the proposed meeting of chiefs with the Superin-
tendent at Haipak, and it was consequently determined that some
action must be taken. It was evident that as long as the Sawbwa
remained hostile the line of communications which at present

existed, and any line of communication
Lawk of troops operating further east, would
never be free from attack ; a letter was
accordingly sent to hini that the Superintendent was now about to
proceed to his capital, that if he (Lawk Sawk) surrendered he
would be established as Sawbwa under the Government, but that
if he resisted he would be deposed.

At this time another letter was received from the Limbin
Prince stating that he would surrender if the Government would
make suitable provision for him. The Mong Pawn Myosa also wrote
to the effect that he would arrange a meeting of the chiefs of the
Mong Nai confederacy and the Limbin Prince with the Superinten-
dent wherever the latter officer liked; in the same letter he com-
plained of an invasion of his territory by the Lai Hka confe-
deracy. The Lai Hka were accordingly at once ordered to cease
from these hostilities, and the several chiefs were invited to meet
the Superintendent at Hopong on the 17th April.

Great difficulty was experienced in equipping the expedition
with transport. The column eventually started on the 4th April,

British advance to Hopong.     taking^   circuitous   road   via  Pwehla

and Pindaya so as to frighten the dacoits

on the lines of communications and drive in the Lawk Sawk
posts on the Pindaya frontier, which were the terror of the whole
northern Myelat.